
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The season of autumn presents endless opportunities for giving 
thanks for the bountiful gifts of our Creator God. At the top of the list are  
the brilliant colored leaves and fall flowers that are so pleasing to our eyes. 
A fall trip around the North Country presents scenes that even the finest and 
most talented artist could not replicate. How amazing are these gifts that 
God has provided for our enjoyment! 

 In addition, we are blessed with the bountiful harvest of pumpkins, 
squash, and apples. There are so many ways that we can enjoy tasty dishes 
made from these fall fruits and vegetables. Sharing a homemade apple or 
pumpkin pie with family and friends warms the heart and delights the      
palate. Strolling through a pumpkin patch on a sunny fall day or walking 
through the fallen leaves gives us cause to lift our hearts in praise of a God 
whose blessings flow in abundance.    

 Another wonderful sight of the fall season appears when the days 
grow shorter and the sky is an array of brilliant shades of purple, red, and 
pinks blends. These breathtaking skies moves one to stop and reflect on the 
power of the Almighty Creator.   

 With all the beauty surrounding us it is a perfect time to pause and 
thank God that we live in America. At the first Thanksgiving two very differ-
ent groups of people realized that they had been given much and it was only 
right to celebrate together the bountiful gifts that God had showered upon 
them. The Pilgrims and the Native Americans knew that if they worked     
together and shared their blessings, they could survive the hardships they 
would encounter.  

 During the season of autumn we continue this great tradition in our 
country. Realizing that we have much to be grateful for, we give thanks to 
God who has truly blessed us. As Americans citizens we have the freedom to                                                   
praise our God and celebrate the blessings we have and continue to              
receive every day. 

 We can give thanks to our God not just in this                                               
season of autumn, but each day of the year. Together                                                       
let us work for peace, freedom, and justice for all.                                                                    
We can tell others of the wonderful blessings our God                                                 
has bestowed upon us. Let us live with a spirit of                                                            
thanksgiving and gratitude, praising our God for                                                                        
His steadfast blessings that daily enrich our lives.                                                       
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Kneeling: Sister Sahayarani Selvaraj SCC, Tamara Miller, Wendy Mc Donald  
 

Sitting: Sister Norma Bryant SSJ. Cathy Chirico, Alice Busler, Sister Angelica Rebello SCC  
 

Row Three: Colleen Schraenkler, Amanda Morgan, Nancy Keefe, Julie Gould, David Liscomb,  
  Sister Diane Marie Ulsamer SSJ —Program Coordinator 
 

Row Four: Cassandra Neddo, Virginia Neddo, Jessica Ann Hanlin, Patrick Bates, Sandra McKee  
 

Absent: Rose Van Epps 
 

 We are truly blessed to have so many men and woman  
 catechists who are willing to share the Word and celebrate the love 

and presence of God with our people with disabilities.  
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Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Marzano   $100.00 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl  Andrews   $  50.00 

 In honor of Trevor 

Mrs. Anna Warner     $  50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Tuttle    $150.00 

Tamara Miller              $100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Butler    $  50.00 

Mrs. Katherine Robertson   $250.00 

Mrs. Nina Hershey     $  50.00 

Myrajean Koster     $  50.00 

Anonymous      $400.00 

Mr. James Cole     $250.00 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas DeLosh   $200.00 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary West    $  50.00 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Charlebois   $  25.00 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Puccia   $200.00 

Mr. and Mrs. James Laverty   $  35.00 

 

 Last spring our benefactors who contributed to the an-
nual appeal were acknowledged. Since then we have received 
several donations over the summer, as well as this fall.  

 Thank you! Your financial and prayer support enable us 
to continue this important ministry of guiding the spiritual 
growth of persons with disabilities in our faith communities.  

 A large part of our program includes the opportunity  
for social interaction at various holiday celebrations. Your 
contributions help us to make these special events enjoyable 
and spirited gatherings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

 

Jesus’ mission on earth    
 was all-inclusive.  

He desired his Father’s 
love be known and                     
experienced by all.  

 
The Religious Education    

Program for                            
People with Disabilities                               

provides spiritual                       
enrichment and                         

opportunities for         
personal growth                         

which nurture their         
steadfast faith in God. 

 

     Revised in June 2016                                                

by the                                                                       

Watertown Catechetical Board  
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Watertown Catechetical 
Board Members 

2019-2020 

President 

 Michael Deline — St. Patrick’s 

Vice President 

Rev. Christopher Looby 

 

Pastors        

Rev. Christopher Looby 

Rev. Steve Murray 

Rev. Jonas Tandayu, MSC 

 

Program Coordinator 

  Sr. Diane Marie Ulsamer  SSJ 

  Committee Chairperson 

Julie Gould 

 

Religious Education Coordinators  

Holy Family 

Sr. Angelica Rebello SCC 

St. Anthony’s 

Sr. Sahayarani Selvaraj SCC 

St. Patrick’s 

Elizabeth Bamann  

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 

Sr. Constance Marie Sylver SSJ  

 

Parish Representatives 

Michael Deline—St. Patrick’s 

Andrea Garrabrant—Holy Family 

Randy Belina—St. Anthony’s 

Thomas Reff—OLSH 

 

  Secretary 

Antoinette Vallone 

 

 

 The Watertown Catechetical Board welcomes 
to the board two new members.   

 Thomas Reff has been appointed by  Rev.    
Jonas Tandayu as the parish representative from Our 
Lady of the Sacred Heart. Tom and his family are     
active members of the parish. He is also a teacher at 
Bellville–Henderson high school. We are grateful that 

he accepted this invitation to serve as a member of the Board. 

 Julie Gould is also from Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart. She has served on the Special Religious Educa-
tion Committee for the past six years. Last spring, she 
was elected Chairperson of the committee and now 
serves as a liaison between the Board and Committee.  

 Julie has also been a catechist for the Catholic 
component of the Religious Education Program since 2012. She truly 
enjoys her ministry with people with disabilities.  She has many gifts 
which she generously shares with the participants of the program.  

 We would like to thank Patrick Henry and Alice Busler who 
have completed a six year term as members of the Watertown        
Catechetical Board.  

 We are most grateful to both Patrick and Alice for the many 
ways that they have been actively engaged with our people with    
disabilities. Patrick has been the official Santa at our annual Christmas 
party and even took the time to visit a few of the JRC homes. He also 
has worked and has agreed to continue serving on the Fundraising 
Committee for our program.  Patrick thoroughly enjoys interacting 
with the participants of the program.  

 Alice is also involved in numerous aspects of the program. She 
has been a catechist for the Interfaith and Outreach programs since 
2009. Alice also has served on the Special Education Committee and 
held the position as Chairperson for the past six years.  Her gifts are 
many and her gentle and caring personality has blessed us all.  
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 Reading and studying the Bible, we find numerous ways 
used by writers to identify or name God. The Hebrew word for 
name is “shem.” Hashem refers to everything about God. These 
names for God are the scripture writers’ attempt, to express the 
nature of God. However, they reveal only a small part of God’s 
being. We can never comprehend Him completely. We hear that 
God is holy, awesome, great, almighty, but our faith tells us that 
God is infinitely more than we can understand in this life. 

 This year our sessions for the Religious Education Program 
for our people with disabilities will focus on how God reveals him-
self through the various names which describe His character and 
personality. Using the book Praying the Names of God by Ann 
Spangler, we will reflect and pray each week with a different 
name of God in the Old Testament. Some of the names we will 
learn are listed on the left side of this page. The meaning of the 
Hebrew name for God is listed on the right side of the page.  

 So far we have learned about Elohim who is the Creator 
God. In the book of Genesis Elohim is said to be mentioned thirty 
two times. Studying the creation story in chapter one of Genesis 
we reflected on all the ways that God the Creator has blessed us. 
We didn’t just name the numerous blessings of creation but we 
prayed prayers of praise, thanksgiving, contrition, and petition. 
We spent some time talking about how God carefully chose each 
gift of creation for our enjoyment and that He gave us the instruc-
tion to care for all that He provided for us.  

 We acknowledged the goodness of God and praised Him 
for bringing life into the world. We thanked God for all that we 
have because of His love for each of us. We asked Elohim to for-
give us for the times we failed to care for creation or our tendency 
to for forget that all human life is sacred. Our final prayer was to 
ask  our Creator God to renew our sense of wonder and gratitude 
for all that He has provided for us here on earth.  

 Our first session was very enriching. We learned the song 
God Creator, God Most High and sang it with great enthusiasm.  
Next week everyone is looking forward to meeting El Roi—the 
God who sees me.  El Roi  is found in Genesis 16:1-16. 
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On Saturday, October 26th we 

held our first Harvest Dinner in the 
gym at St. Anthony’s. This fundraiser 
consisted of a turkey dinner and all 
the “fixins,” a silent auction of bas-
kets and gift certificates, a cash raffle, 
and chances on a Lottery Tree pro-
vided by the Burdick Family. This 
event replaced the Fall Auction 
which had been held around this 
time for the past six years. The din-
ner was prepared by the Knights of 
Columbus who cooked the turkeys 
and the Ladies of Our Lady of the   
Sacred Heart who prepared the rest 
of the meal and served it. 

Doors opened at 4 o’clock for 
those who wanted take-outs and the 
sit down dinner was available at 
4:30. There was a steady stream of 
those lined up for the dinner. By 6 
o’clock about all that was left was a 
few cookies and some green beans! 
We were very pleased with the turn-
out and the support we received 
from the local community. 



  
 
 

 
 We are most grateful to all those who donated to our Harvest Fundraiser. Your       
 support will help us to continue to provide a meaningful program for people with                
 disabilities. This event was a great success! Thank you to all who helped in any way                     
 to make it an enjoyable and beneficial event.  
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GRAND RAFFLE WINNERS 

Joan Carlo         $500.00 

Mary Jo Bolin       $250.00 

Paul DiFabion       $150.00 

Jude Fusilli          $100.00 
Tamara Miller was the winner of the 

Lottery Tree.  After scratching all of those 
tickets, she won $97.00. 

 Knights of Columbus 

Ladies of Our Lady of Sacred  Heart 

Fundraising Committee 

Altar Rosary Holy Family 

Ladies of Grace St. Anthony’s 

Religious Education Class St. Pat’s 

Holy Family Evangelization Team 

Burdick Family 

Altar Rosary St. Anthony’s 

St. Anthony’s Choir 

St. Anthony’s Prayer Group 

Denny’s 

Fairgrounds Inn 

Art’s Jug/Sboro 

Moe’s 

Fast Lube 

AND TWENTY SEVEN OTHER                
INDIVIDUALS WHO MADE                        
BEAUTIFUL BASKETS.                                         
WE APPRECIATE ALL OF YOUR                  
DONATIONS AND HARD WORK. 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING THIS                           
EVENT SUCH A GREAT SUCCESS. 

 

Women of Grace 

Friends of Mary 

Altar Rosary St. Patrick’s 

Watertown Savings Bank 

Texas Roadhouse 

Sisters of St. Joseph 

Sundance Leisure 

Pla Mor Lanes 

Goodyear 

Pete’s Trattoria 

Red Lobster 


